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lIT-Delhi alumni
association up
in arms against
two-tier format

PNS m NEW DELHI
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Even though the Ali India
1IT Faculty Federation has
appreciated the new two-tier
format with inclusion of 20
percentile formula for IIT
entrance test, the IIT-Delhi
Alumni Association on
Thursday criticised the move.
The alumni association reject-
ed the 20 percentile criteria
for school boards and 2013 to
be the beginning year of the
new proposal.

“We will wait for the deci-
sion of the Senates because

Super 30 founder
Anand Kumar also
criticised IIT
Councll's decision

unless the decision of IIT
Council gets approved by the
Senates it does not attain the
finality. We want status quo till
2013 and in the meantime we
expect deliberations to meet the
diverse objectives of the
MHRD, the IITs and other
stakeholders,” said Somnath
Bharti, president of the IIT
Alumni Association.

The alumni meet had rep-
resentation of faculty mem-
bers too who deliberated on
the issue of entrance exami-
nation of IITs, a decision of
IIT Council meeting on
Wednesday.

Super 30 founder Anand
Kumar also criticised IIT
Council’s decision to give 20 per
cent weightage to Class XII
marks in the IIT-JEE entrance
test terming it as ‘hasty’ and said
that the measure mar the
prospect of students studying in
the Government schools.
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IIT-Delhi
alumni reject
agreement

NEW DELHI: The alumni
association of IIT- Delhi

- on Thursday ‘rejected’ the

compromise agreement
reached by IIT directors
yesterday on holding the
common exams saying
the decision is against the
interest of students.

1t said the 20 percentile
criteria which was agreed
upon yesterday at the IIT
council meet to end the log-
jam will make it difficult for
students, especially from
rural areas where school
education is in shambles to
get admitted to IITs.

“The 20 percentile crite-
ria for school boards stands
rejected because such
patch-work solutions taken
in haste to meet deadlines
of 2013 by HRD Ministry
are contrary to the objec-
tives set out by it and prej-
udicial to the interests of
students, president of IIT
Delhi Alumni Association
Somnath Bharti said.

As per the agreement
reached yesterday, admis-
sion to the IITs from
2013 would be based only
on rank achieved in the
advance test subject to the
condition that selected
candidates are in the top
20 percentile of successful
candidates of their Boards.

Bharti said they will fol-
Jow up with the senates on
the 20 percentile issue and
conducting the test from
2013, .

Sourcesaan the other
hand claimed some of the
senates are unhappy with
the latest development and
have already expressed
their opposition to the
compromise agreement.
They said senates of IIT
Kharagpur and IIT Guwa-

hati are against the 20 per-

centile formula,

All the senates will dis-
cuss the agreement reached
at the IIT council before
giving their final approval.

IIT alumni which is

also represented by some -

faculty members met here

" today and passed a reso-

lution rejecting the new
agreement. :

Bharti said the demand
of delinking the centrally
funded institutes like
NITs and IIITs from the
IIT under the common
entrance has not taken
place.

Deccan Herald Nd 29-6-2012

IT-Delhi alumni
reject CET format

NEW DELH1, DHNS: A day after
changes proposed in the for-
mat of common entrance exam
(CET), which is to be imple-
mented in all Central Univer-
sity engineering colleges, gota
mixed response, the alumni as-
sociation of 1IT-Delhi along
with some faculty members re-
jected the changes ata meeting
held on Thursday.

These changes were pro-
posed by Indian Institute of
Technology (ITT) staff council
members and Union ministry
of human resource develop-
ment (MHRD),

“Twenty per cent criteria
for school boards and imple-
mentation of the new proposal
from 2013 stands rejected be-
cause such patchwork solu-
tions taken in haste to meet the
MHRD deadlines set for 2013,
are contrary to the objectives
of ministry. They are also prej-
udicial to the interests of pres-
ent class 12 students and also
for students in rural India
where school education is in
shambles,” said Somnath Bhar-
ti, president ITT-D Alumni As-
sociation.

Previously, union HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal proposed a
minimum of 40 per cent marks
inn class 12 board exams and the
rest of the marks to be calcu-
lated through the common en-
trance test as the criterion for
engineering,

On Wednesday, it was decid-
ed that students who score in
the top 20 percentile in their
board exams will take the main
or multiple-choice exam, The
formatis said to be implement-
ed from 2013.

The association has also
been asking that no changes
should be forced upon IIT-Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE) system
until 2014.

On May 28, the decision was
taken to have a common en-
trance exam for ITTs and other
centrally funded institutions.

Since no changes were made
to the decision at IIT council
meeting held on June 26, the
association members will now
wait for the the National Inst-
tutes of Technology (NIT)
council’s meeting on July 4 to
see what it has to say on the
matter.

The association members
also said they will wait for the
decision of the IIT senates as
unless they approve IIT coun-
cil's decision, it does not attain
finality,

“We will do a follow up with
the senates on the question of
20 percentile and implemen-
tation of changes from 2013.
We want status quo till 2013
and in the meantime we expect
deliberations to meet the di-
verse objectives of the MHRD,
IITs and other stakeholders,”
said Bharti.
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All 1zz Well?

it's too early to say that the new lIT
entrance exam is better than the JEE

he new compromise formula for the entrance ex-
amination to the Indian Institutes of Technology
(IIT) ends a long-drawn-out, unseemly spat betwe-
en the government and the IITs. IIT-Delhi and Kanpur,
which had opposed the single entrance test favoured by
“the ministry and announced their own entrance exam,
are now likely to fall in line. Is the new formula — a two-
part examination, a main test followed by an advanced
test with credit given to performance in the school-leav-
ingexamination inthefinal selection—an improvement
overthe existing joint entrance examination (JEE)? Will
it put an end to the stranglehold that coaching institu-
tes have at present and finish off a flourishing coach-
ing industry? Will it make thefiercely competitive exam-
ination — almost 5,00,000 students compete for about
9,000 seats — even more competitive? Will it succeed in
selecting the truly outstanding from those who have
mastered the art of cracking the exam? There are pro-
bably as many opinions to these questions as there are
IIT aspirants. But it is certainly good news the row be-
tween the IITs and human resource development minis-
ter Kapil Sibal hasbeen resolved.

According to the new pattern, the main test will be
equivalent to the All India Engineering Entrance Test
standards, and 1.5 lakh candidates will be shortlisted
from thistestfor the adzzmced test. However, a candidate
will make the grade only if she is among the top.20%
scorers of her respective school-leaving board. Thus, the
formula strikes a balance between IITs’ desire to protect
their autonomy and the ministry’s desire to give more
importance tothe school-leaving examination, which re-
flects a broader spectrum of skills. It ensures IITs havea
final say in designing the advanced test, even as credit is
given for performance in the school-leaving examinati-

- on. No doubt there will be some glitches when the new
pattern is implemented from 2013, and these will have to
be ironed out subsequently. But teething troubles are in-
evitable when any new system is introduced. It is for the
government and IITs to ensure these are resolved with-
outarepeat of the fracasof the past few weeks.

Millennium Post ND 29/06/12
p-8

Engineering an
IIT success

IT 1S a happy development that the deadlock between the
ITTs and the government over the entrance examination
has been resolved through a compromise formula, The
IITs will be pleased that they have retained their separate
admission test and will not be clubbed together with other
engineering institutes with regard to the selection of their
students. They will, however, now alsa be required to give
weightage to the marks secured in the class XII exarni-
nation, which was being insisted upon by the Human
Resources Development (HRD) ministry. The ministry
has been keen to upscale the importance of the board
examinations in the selection process. It remains to be seen
whether this move has the effect of reducing the burden
on the students or of aggravating it, for, while preparing
for the IIT entrance, they will now also have to ensure
their performance in the board examinations which will
affect their chances of getting into an IIT, At heart is the
issue of the autonomy of the IITs, which the leadership of
these institutions felt enabled them to make the best deci-
sions regarding the academic cause they serve. It is true
that the II'Ts benefit enormously from government subsi-
dies but their freedom to take decisions regarding admis-
sions should not be easily interfered with, particularly for
e€xtraneous reasons. This is because autonomy is among
the handful of factors that have enabled the ITTs to remain
free of corruption and to maintain standards in a sea of
mediocrity, allowing them to be known as institutions of
excellence, with outstanding alumni famous the world
over. The IITs have done so well and so consistently over
the years that tampering with the prevalent system requires
careful thought. Not that the IITs are a sacred cow but only
that unwarranted interference should not have the effect
of dilution of standards and lead to institutional decay.
This is not to suggest that there are no problems with

the IITs. Surveys of educational institutions have regularly
found that those from India, including the prestigious ITs,
had an exceedingly low output when it came to original

research. This suggests that the quality of education at the
post-graduate levels and beyond at the IITs falls below
what may be required and that even at the undergraduate
level, perhaps the curriculum does not develop originality.

Italso suggests that the students attracted to the ITTs, and

taken in through the entrance examination, while bright

and hardworking, may lack creativity. Therefore, any tin-

kering in the entrance examination must be to lessen the

role of rote learning, on which incidentally the coaching

institutes thrive, and be more oriented towards testing

aptitude, including towards innovation.
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Engineering a new deal

Sibal and 11Ts reach a promising compromise

he Union human resource development minister and the IITs ap-

I " "pear to have reached a pragmatic and promising compromise on
the matter of the common engineering entrance test, The formu-

la Kapil Sibal announced on May 28 sent the brickbats flying, not all of
themaimed athim. Educationists in general and IIT Senates in specific
gave divided reactions to the proposed 40:30:30 weightage for the class
XII board exam, the JEE main exam and the JEE advanced exam, re-
spectively—with thelatter twotobeheld consecutively onthe sameday!

But with IIT Kanpur and then IIT Dethi emphatically announcing that
they would hold their own entrance tests rather than see their brand ‘di-

luted’, and more IITs appearing to be readying to join them, Kapil Sibal
has beaten a well-judged retreat. As per the new formula announced by
thelIT Council on Wednesday, there will be a ‘suitable’ time gap between
the main and advanced exams. Only the top 150,000 candidates from the
formerwillappear in thelatter, which will bethereal gatewaytothelITs,
albeit only for the top 20 percentile in board exams. The rema ining stu-
dents making it through the advanced exam will be accommodated in
the NITs and IIITs. This addresses the concern that putting all students
through both the AIEEE-type and JEE-type exams, that too on the same
day and regardless of whether the students were interested in applying
to the IITs or not (around 12 lakh students sit for AIREE but only 5lakh
for JEE), would only increase worry and waste.

Decreasing stress among students has been one of Sibal’s main leit-
motifs on this common engineering entrance front, and another has
been giving due recognition to class X1 board exams. He can take com-
fort that the new compromise is not without progressalong both abjec-
tives. First, the tens of engineering exams across the country have in-
deed been streamlined intoa consolidated exam process. Second, while
the weightage for board examresults mayno longerbeashighashehad
initially proposed, it is nonetheless much higher than in the current
system where anyone securing 60% in class XII can take the JEE. Now
that only those in the top 20 percentile of their boards can crossover in-
toIITs, school results will gain cache, For example, given this year'sre-
sults CBSE results, the minimum eligibility percentage for admission
. to the IITs would be 78%. We are looking at a case of fruitful give-and-
take between subject and object of policymaking. .
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A welcome formula

t's not clear if the compromise resclving the IIT entrance exam row is
Iperfect as it looks like a work in progress. The format that will govern

the 2003 admyssion process: for engineering undergraduate conrses
hopes to satisfy most objections raised by IITs ‘while, at the same time
- addressing the need to give weightage to the work done by students in
school for a decade or longer.

The IITs get to cherry-pick from students who score the top 20 per cent
marks in school board exams, while retaining the “advanced” entrance
test, to be held on a date different from the general “main” test, thus
keeping its monopoly of the “best” students. The HRD minister, who eay-
lier seemed to be tying himself into knots trying to form this common
JEE, behaved exemplarily in letting the ITTs to confer without his pres-
ence.

The IITs clearly won the day; but while their autonomy is preserved,
they were forced to acknowledge the need to recognise the value of class-
room education and marks obtained in school-leaving examinations. It's
“also no bad thing to lessen dependence on tuition classes aimed solely at
cracking “objective-type” questions.

If the two tests are accepted universally as benchmarks for admission
to all institutions of technical study, they would obviate the need for a
multiplicity of entrance tests, saving students much nervous energy and
money. All stakeholders have one reason or another to smile: if the new
process helps us cut down capitation fees, Indian education would be get-
ting closer to perfection,
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Now for the test

Ts hope to take analytical minds

HAT the IIT fracas has been brought to a close is itself a relief,

The public spat over the revision of the entrance exam sys-

tem was doing no good to the premium institutes or the man
in the middle of it all, Union HRD Minister Kapil Sibal. The sec-
ond round of negotiations to iron out the differences has been more
inclusive — taking on board the IIT Council as well as the senates
of the various II'Ts — and should have been done in the first place
to save the government embarrassment and students the anxiety.
There was pressure from the Prime Minister too to settle the mat-
ter quickly, which may have helped. ‘

This is, however, only the beginning of the long process of imple-
menting the changes, and then reviewing the outcome. It will be a
while before we realise if the goals of easing the pressure on stu-
dents and improving the intake at the IITs have been achieved.
Aspirants will now have to be among the top 20 per cent scorer$ in
their board exam result to qualify for an IIT. Besides, the entrance
exam will also have a component to test their analytical ability, which
means there will be ‘subjective’ questions too. There were doubts
being expressed about the kind of students joining the II'Ts, as many
had been hatched in coaching centres, which excelled in teaching
how to ‘crack’ the exam, as different from increasing students’
comprehension of the subject, |

This brings us to the wider question of education in the time of
job pressure. Students are advised to take up courses that offer
greater assurance of employment. While this industry-oriented
learning is critical for a country that sees income generation as a
priority, it denies pure sciences and humanities courses, such as
physics or philosophy, the best of students. These academic stud-

ies are the basis of all future development of subjects like I'T or even -

management. India at the moment depends on the ‘developed coun-

tries’ for this essential knowledge base. That’s not a good idea if

we, too, hope to be a developed nation,
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New IIT formulaj;equired marks on web

Vanita Srivastava

® vanita shrivastava®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE: As E)art of the new IIT
entrance formula, the Council
of Boards of School Education
(COBSE) on Thursday decided
to put up on its website the cor-
responding percentage that stu-
dents from various boards need
to make it to the top 20 per-
centile bracket.

Only those who make it to this
bracket will be eligible to appear
for the IIT-advanced exarn.

“We have decided that with-
in 7-10 days, the state
boards will put on public

Economic Times ND 29-Jun-12

ONLY THOSE WHO MAKE
ITT0 20-PERCENTILE
BRACKET WILL BE
ELIGIBLE TO APPEAR

domain, the percentage required
for a child to be in the top 20
percentile. This figure will also
be available on the COBSE site,”
COBSE president Vineet Joshi
told HT.

Once the child knows the per-
centage, he can prepare for pro-
fessional entry into II'Ts accord-

P1

JEEWhiz!CanliT

ingly. “There will be just minor
variations in this figure every
vear,” said Joshi, who is also
chairman, CBSE.

The Couneil has a member-
ship of 42 boards across the
country. [IT had announced that
only those candidates who are
in top 20 percentile of his/her
board will be eligible for IIT
exam.

It wag also decided that
results of all boards should be
declared by June 10.

Re-evaluation should be done
by June 30.

The COBSE also decided that
any student who is not satisfied

with his board results can reap-
pear for improvement next year.
“This would be particularly help-
ful for all those who got around
60% this year and want to
appear in IIT next year. He/she
will be allowed to reappear in
all the five subjects.”

A decision was also taken to
introduce a common design of
question papers across all the
boards. “We will have a com-
mon design of papers for all
boards for 11th class from 2013,
From 2014, we plan to have a
common designed paper for 12th
class also. This will help bring
uniformity across all boards”

AspirantsNOw  Only Toppers will Appear in [IT-JEE

Pass Stress T?

DEVINASENGUPTA &
SHREYABISWAS
BANGALORE | NEW DELHI
Ayan Agrawal has just made it
‘to the biotech stream at TIT-
Delhi this year. His rank in
. JEE 2012 was 3,532 and his
XIIth standard CBSE percent-
age 77.2%. Had the new IIT ad-
mission norms announced on
Wednesday come into force
last year; he would have missed
making it to the top 20 percen-
tile of students in his board by
a whisker. That would also
have costhim his IIT seat, hev-
ermind his JEErank.
Evenasthestressfulreality of
the new admission formula for
HTs and a few other institutes
sinks in, about half-a-million
- students who will fight it out
for about 9,600 IIT seats next
year are beginning to brace
themselves for a harder grind.

“What the IIT Council has

done is raise the bar further.
Mr Sibal's (HRD Minister Ka-
pil Sibal)dream of ‘one nation,
oneexam’hasresultedinthree
exams,” says CV Kalyan Ku-
mar, director, FIITJEE, a
coaching institute. “Besides,
there is the huge pressure of
twotests— JEE Mainand JEE
Advanced,” he adds.

The IIT Council hammered
out a new compromise formu-
la on Wednesday, ending a
month-long standoff between
someIITsand the government.

Earlier; anyone with the skill
and stamina for the unrelent-
ing, 8-10 hours-a-day prepara-

BARCODEATIITs

tions for the IT-JEE entrance
exams that place great empha-
sis on practical problem-solv-
ing skills could take a shot at
the IITs. The cutoff for IIT-JEE
was only 60% marks in the

mostly theoretical
standard board exams.

But now, only students in the
top 20 percen-
tile of school
boards  will
make it past
the new two-
tier JEE exams. This year, for
example, students scoring less
than 78% in central boards
suchastheCBSEand65-68% in
state boards such as UP would
not havemade the cut.

Many fear this figure will
gradually inch up as competi-
tionforelusivelIT seats grows,
adding to more stress on stu-
dents, This means students
will have to add more hours for
theirschool board exams.

twelfth

Only Toppers will Appear»» 3

»»FromPage 1
Students will have to put in more

g hoursforschool board exam prepara-

tions even as they put in long hours
forIIT-JEE.

“It’s very unfair. This is worse than
glving board results 50% weightage
(another formula considered earli-
er),” says Abhishek Barthwal, 17, an
IIT aspirant for 2013. “Earlier, you
had the chance to appear. Now only
toppers will appear. Ther'e will be im-
mense pressure first to perform well
inboards, then in the two exams,” he
says. .

‘Barthwal is voicing the concernof a
large number of students who are
taking the exam in 2013. The new
rules have dealt a blow to students
who began preparation for the exams
acoupleof yearsago.

Coaching centres placing emphasis
on rote learning of school syllabus
willnow mushroom.

But students from poor or rural

- backgrounds, who do not have access

toprivate tuitionsfor their school syl-
labusor cannot pay for them, will lose
out. “This is one decision that will go
against the poor, who don’t have the
opportunity tostudy ineliteschools,”
said Anand Kumar, founder of Super
30,a coaching institutethattrainson-
ly theeconomically underprivileged.
The decision should have been im-
plemented 2014 onwards so that stu-
dents who have already begun prepa-
rations arenot affected, Kumar says.

Change in New lIT Admission Norms

Earlier the cut off for IT-JEE was 60% marks in the 12th board
exams. Now, only the top 20 percentile are eligible. As a result:

Pressure on students will intensify.
Competition for the top 20 percentlle
will go up and qualifying scores wiil
gradually Inch up adding to
student stress

§* Many fear that rural and poor
4, students who do not have

access to or cannot afford

private tuitions may lose out

Thosesittingfortheexamin2014are
equally concerned though not as im-
pacted as the current class-XII batch.
Padmanabha Prasanna Simha,l6,
scored 96.48% in his class X examin-
ations and will sit for his joint en-
trance test in 2014, “I will now have to
changemy study patternand prepare
for long answer formats and theories
rather than concentrate only on the

‘ “This is one decision that will go against the poor, who
£, don’t have the opportunity to study in elite schools
% ANAND KUMAR Founder of Super 30 %

More coaching Institutes will
mushroom to help students
with board exams

Schools will be relieved as
students will pay more
attention to board exams.

Students who may have
got past 60%, but are not
confident of making it
to the top 20 percentife
may give up IIT dreams
and focus on other’
career choices )

Vaidyanathan, principal, Modern
School, Barakhamba. “For a long
time students did not think much
about board exams, but only about
competitive exams. This will lead
them to pay more attention to school
exams.”

Under the new horms, students will
havetoappear for JEE Main, whichis
anall-Indiatestforallcollegesfunded
by the Centre, including IITs, NITs
and IIITs. Around 1.5 lakh students
who score the highest will sit for the
next round, called JEE Advanced.
IITs will pluck out only those whoare
among the top 20 percentile in their
board exams and have scored high in
JEE Advanced.

Coaching institutes that specialise
in JEE are bracing for a fall in busi-
ness. “The number of students pre-
paringfor IITs willgodownand weex-
pect our business to come down by
20-25% in the first two years,” said
Navneet Jethwani, who teaches
chemistry at the Kota-based institute
Etoos.

. Thenew harsher reality may actual-

. ly make life less cruel for the less tal-

IIT entrance tests,” says the Banga-
lore-based Simha, who studies in
VVS8 Sardar Patel Pre-University Col-
lege. “That one seat In IIT is worth
pursuing all these challenges.”

“The whole thing has resulted in too
much pressure on students,” says
Ashok Pandey, principal, Ahlcon In-
ternational School, a Delhischool.

“It is good for schools,” says Lata

ented. “This decision will give direc-
tion to a majority who know they will
not figure in the top 20 percentile of
their board examination. This will
encourage them to look at other
courses more suited to them,” says
Pramod Maheshwari, director, Ca-
reer Point. The institute coached
30,000 students kast year and admis-
sionsforthisyearareon.

Page 7 of 18



1 he Indian Institutes of
1 Technology (IITs) and

velopment ministry appear to
have reached a compromise on
selecting students. Unlgss stu-
dents rank among the top 20%
in their state or scheol-affiliated
board, they will be ineligible for
an IIT seat. Superficially, it
might seem that the IIT faculty
and the government have both
got their way, The marks ob-
tained in the board exam will
only function as a cut-off, not a

84 the human resources de-

Mint, ND 29/06/2012

determinant for preparing the
merit list of examinees aspiring

to an IIT seat. The IIT establish-

ment was belligerently against

giving weight to board examina-

tion marks in preparing the
merit list. The government, on
its part, will be happy that it's
now impossible for students to
neglect their school examina-
tiens. Either way, the key pur-

pose of these “reforms”, as artic-

ulated by none other than Un-
ion minister Kapil Sibal, was to

reduce the multiplicity of exami-

pP-22

The entrance test compromise

nations and curb the influence
of private coaching institutions.

In a letter that was publicized
by Sibal before the new plan
was announced, he said:
“Coaching institutes have grad-
ually replaced our secondary
schools. If there is no impor-
tance given to performance in
school for access to our best in-
stitutions, then our schooling
system will wither. We are creat-
ing an army of children adept at
cracking examinations, but can
they think critically?”

Newspaper advertisements al-
ready show that coaching insti-
tutes are offering newer, costlier
packages that promise to train
students to tackle the school
and the double-barrelled IIT en-
trance exams. In the short term,
unless and until the states es-
chew locally administered engi-
neering entrance tests, there will

| be more, not fewer, such tests,

The government expects schools

, and coaching institutes to align
' themselves more closely in the

way they train students for engi-
neering entrance examinations,

but for that it must dramatically
shore up the quality of the aver-
age Indian engineering institute.

/

More importantly, as severat
independent studies repeatedly
point out, India’s school educa-

, tion on average is pretty pitiful.

An embarrassingly large number
of fifth graders are unable to
tackle first-grade math and
reading comprehension. There's
no reason to expect a pootly
performing elementary school
system to offer dramatically im-
proved higher education. “One-
nation, one test” is meaningless
without a majority being
equipped for it.

Will the engineering
entrance exam deal work?
Tell us at views@livemint.com

1IIT coaching institutes
critique new entry rule

KALPANA PATHAK & M SARASWATHY
Mumbai, 28 June ﬁ

e new diktat from the
. I Indlan Institutes of
Technology (IITs) wor-
rles 17-year-old Deependra
Sharma from Kota, Rajasthan.
He enrolled into an {IT-JEE
coaching centre in April at
Kota, paying ¥80,000. Now, he
is scared if he qualifies at all
to be in the top 20th percentile,
with his 73 per cent school-
leaving marks.

“I am confident that I will
secure admission into the
NITs and IIITs. But if the qual-
ifying criteria is above 73 per
cent, I will not be able to get
into the IITs,” he said.

It was decided yesterday
that from 2013, students apply-
ing to the ITTs would have to
appear for a Joint Entrance

Examination (JEE)-Maln. More students will go for pri-
Only the top 150,000 among  vate tuition to secure good
them would be eligible fortak- marksin board examsto qual-
ing the JEE-Advanced, a few ify for the ITTs. The coaching
weeks after the main exam. culture will also be in place to .
For final admissiontothe IITs  prepare students for competi-
basedonthe JEE-Advanced,a tive examination,” said

student should be tanked
among the top 20the per-

Pramod Maheshwari, CEQ,

Career Point Infosystems,

centile of his or her respective Kota.
Class XII boards. At present, Says Praveen Tyagi, man-
any student scoring atleast 60 aging director, IITian’s Pace:
percentintheClassXIIboard "Now, a new insecurity will
examination is eligible totake arise in the mind of students.
the T entryexam. Therearea They would not want to take
total of 32 school boards in  any chances with their board
India, having different pat- examination. Now they would
terns of examination and eval- have to forcibly attend school.
uation. If the quality of teaching was
“This new formula might good at our schools, students
help students get inclined to  would have never opted for
study the school curriculum. coaching classes.” ’
But it will put performance Adding: “The biggest ben-
pressure on students and eficlaries of this move will be
financial pressure on: parents.  coaching institutes like us.”
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IHIT ELIGIBILITY
This year’s class XII exam
takers can reappear in 2013

Abm TANDON
TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEw DELHI, JUNE 28 -
Students who took the board
exams this year but did not
score well will get a second
chance to improve their
school performance in 2013,
the year of introduction of
the new common engineer-
ing entrance test format for
admission to IITs and cen-
tral technical institutes.

Under the new system, a
student -— to be eligible for
ITTs — must be in the top 20
percentile of the successful
candidates in class XII.

The  relaxation  was
announced today following a
day-long meeting of the
Council of Boards of School
Education in India (COBSE}
which has among its mem-
bers the CBSE and other
state boards.

As many as 29 chairper-
sons of boards attended the
meeting which discussed
modalities for the 2013
CET exam.

The idea is to secure that
every child gets two atiempts
to enter the IIT system.

Since the new test pattern
was announced yesterday,
not offering a reappear
chance in 2013 to this vear’s
class XII students would
mean killing one of the two
attempts they have at enter-
ing the IITs,

So those who attempted
IOT-JEE in 2012, but failed to
get in can take class XII
exams in 2013 and improve
their school scores to com-
pete again, This year’s eligi-
bility criterion was 60 per
cent marks in Class XTI,

State boards also agreed to
_ share theif previous year's
result data so that it could be
analysed and students could
be told in advance as to what

N g T F
INALL FAIRNESS
Not offering a reappear
chance in 2013 to this year's
class Xl students will mean
killing one of the two attempts
they have at entering the lTs

percentage they should target
to be in the top 20 percentile
of the successful candidates
in Class XII exams.

This data would be put
on the CBSE website in
10 days, said Vineet Joshi,
Chairman, CBSE.

Also, JEE Advanced,
which every engineering
aspirant can take, will be
offered in both online and
pen-and-paper format.

As for board results from
2013, ail boards will
announce results by June 10
and finish revaluations by
June 30. This way, when the
IITs prepare their all-India
merit list for 1.5 1akh students
who sit for JEE Advanced
after emerging as top scorers
in JEE Main test - to be held
in April 2013, they do so only
for the eligible candidates.

Gradually, COBSE will
design a common question
paper for class XII and the
boards today agreed to put
it into practice in class XI
from the academic year
2013-14 and in class XII
from 2014-15.

The boards also resolved
that Joint Admission Boards
(JAB) of all IITs be co-opted
as members of COBSE since
JAB will conduct JEE
Advanced for final admis-
sion to IITs.
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State bggrds to speed up
work for lIT qspirants

NEW DELHE: The equivalent
percentage of marks for top 20
percentile holders of different
school boards will be worked
out by the respective state sec-
ondary school boards and
made public within 10 days to
help students know if they have
qualified for admission to the
IITs. |
An unanimous decision to
this effect was taken at a meet-
ing of the Council of Boards of
School Education in India
(COBSE) here on Thursday.
This followed the IIT coun-
cil's decisionn on Wednesday
that only top 20 percentile
holders in their respective
school boards will be entitled
for admissions to the IITs on
the basis of their final all India
ranking in the joint entrance
examination (JEE) to be con-
ducted in 2013. .
© Of the 29 member state
boards of secondary education,
20 participated in the meeting.
The members supported the
idea of giving weightage to
Class-XII board results. They
were of the view that this will

“definitely” strengthen school
education,

All school boards agreed to

provide “secured and catego-
ry-wise” data of scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes, OBCs,
and general candidates, Those
who have appeared in Class-
XITboard examination in 2012,
will be allowed to re-appearin
all the five subjects, taken into
¢onsideration for admission to
engineering courses to im-
prove their scores.
* The state school boards also
agreed to deglare their results
before June 10 and complete
the revaluation work by June
30 every year, If need be, pri-
ority will be given to revalua-
tion of results of those students
who are appearing for the pro-
fessional examinations.

COBSE aiso agreed to have
a common question format in
Class-XI and Class-X1I board
examination from 2013 and
2014 respectively. This means
that all boards will allocate
same marks for different for-
mat of questions,

DH News Service
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II'T aspirants put off by 3-tier entry

HT Correspondent

m ke

LUCKNOW: The new pattern of the
I'T-JEE has made [I'T a distant
dream for the aspirants.

A day after the decision
regarding the I[IT-JEE new pat-
tern came in, HT tried to take
a peep into the minds of the aspi-
rants and experts. The pattern
gets a mixed reaction when it
comes to the dignity of IIT.
However, as per the students,
it has multiplied their worries.
Those who had all plans of
focusing on the IIT preparations
would not be forced to pay equal
attention on the boards.

* Onece the board exams are
over, the students forget about
it and wait for better results in
the competitive exams. As per
the new pattern, the Class 12
board performance would con-
tinue to haunt the staunch aspi-
rants of II'l)" says Gautam, a
Class 12 student of CBSE board.

Students are confused. A
mumber of those Class 10 pas-
souts who had planned to join

All aspirants

required to
appear for the combined
entrance examination at

As per the new pattern, there would be a three-tier system for the lITs

the first stage
After the
results, only

m first 1.5 lakh

rank students would be
allowed to appear for tests
conducted by the lITs.

engineering coaching and get
into thorough preparations for
the II'T, pursuing their Class 12
from the lesser known schools
to avold the complications and
disturbances during their prepa-
ration, are in thick soup.
Rishabh Srivastava, who had
just passed Class 10 said, “ T had
got myself enrolled in a coach-
ing for thorough IIT prepara-
tion. But after the decision, |
have decided to quit and join

YRR i

N
Out of those
who qualify
the test, only
those would be allowed in IT
who are among top 20 per-
centile of Class 12 boards.

some good school and coaching
that would ensure me a good
result in Class 12 boards.”

While the decision ensures
cream of students into the [IT
after checking their entry at
three levels, the pattern has
added to the stress of the aspi-
rants. They would now be
required work harder in order
to qualify the II'T, the biggest
condition for which is a good
score in the boards.
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Whistleblower-Professor seeks protection from IIT

Rajeev Kumar's crusade for transparency and accountability in the institute’s admission process was lauded by the Supreme Court

NITISH K SINGH

NEW DELHI: A whistle-
blower IIT professor has
approached the Delhi High
Court against his alleged vic-
timisation by IIT Kharagpur.
Rajeev Kumar's crusade for
transparency and account-
ability led to many reforms
and more transparency in
the admission procedure in
IITs. But he alleges that he is
currently facing suspension
and has been chargesheeted

on grounds he calls ‘moti-
vated and frivolous. He has
requested the court for pro-
tection and quashing of the
disciplinary proceedings
against him.

Kumar, in his petition,
has highlighted the inac-
tion of the Central Vigi-
lance Commission to act as
per the whistle blower noti-
fication and has made it the
main party in the case. He
has said in his petition that

the main object of the whis-
tle-blower notification is to
protect the whistle-blower
who tries to raise his voice
against the corrupt practices
from within the system.

‘It is submitted that if a
whistle blower is allowed to
be victimised in this man-
ner and the CVC fails to
protect such whistleblower,
it will demoralise other whis-
tleblowers and frustrate the
purpose of the whistle blow-

er’s existence. Similarly, if
an RTT activist is allowed to
be harassed and victimised
by the information seeker
instead® of supplying the
information, it will kill the
spirit of RTI users and frus-
trate the object of the RTI
Act; he has said in his peti-
tion filed through Prashant
Bhushan.

‘Kumar’s efforts were
lauded by two independent

Court for helping in mak-
ing the ranking process
more accurate and trans-
parent and his interest in
ensuring that meritorions
students may not suffer.
The Supreme Court called
Kumar an unsung hero.
CVC did not investigate any
of the irregularities, which
were easily verifiable. CVC
did not protect an ‘internal”
whistleblower. CIC did not
act'on RTI activist’s com-

plaints. MHRD and IIT
Council remained silent to
petitionet’s victimisation.
‘Therefore, the petitioner
by way of the present writ
petition is inter alia seeking
direction against Respon-
dent No. 1 to 4 to intervene
in the matter and protect
the petitioner, says counsel
Pranav Sachdeva, assisting
Bhushan in the case.

The High Court has
issued notices to the respon-

dents in the matter and the
case is to be heard in July in
the High Court.

Kumar, in his petition has
said that he submitted sev-
eral complaints to concerned
authorities - CVC, HRD
Ministry, IIT Council -- for
his protection from his vic-
timisation due to misuse of
power by IIT Kharagpur for
blowing the whistle against
IIT Kharagpur, but no appar-
ent action was taken.

Hindu ND 29-Jun-12

benches of the Supreme

P1

Will UGC norms review help 44 deemed
universities escape de-recognition?
Deemed varsity route for foreign institutions under study

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: Just two years af-
ter the University Grants
Commission laid down strin-
gent guidelines for granting
deemed-to-be university sta-
tus to educational institu-
tions, the Human Resource
Development Ministry has
constituted a committee to
review the UGC (Institutions
Deemed to be Universities)
Regulations, 2010. It will also
make provision for foreign
universities, ranked among
the best in academia and in-
tending to open campuses in
India, to be recognised as
deemed-to-be universities.

If the 2010 guidelines —

strongly opposed by private
institutions, seeking the
deemed university status —
are diluted, it will help the 44
deemed-to-be-universities
escape de-recognition as rec-
ommended by the Tandon
Committee in 2009 for their
overall poor performance,
and also facilitate the entry of
foreign universities through
the deemed universities
route,

The new committee, set up
on April 17, has at least four
members who were part of
the Professor P.N.Tandon
Committee that had recom-
mended de-recognition of
the 44 universities. The uni-
versities facing the threat of

de-recognition had moved
the court and the matter is
pending in the Supreme
Court. The validity of the
Tandon Committee itself has
been challenged.

Earlier this month, the
UGC shelved a move to allow
foreign universities through
the deemed university route,
though the Commission
came up with regulations al-
lowing twinning  pro-
grammes and joint degree
programmes between the
foreign and Indian
institutions:

TR AR TR
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‘God particle’
exists or not?
Physicists to
tell in a week

London/Geneva:  Scien-
tists hunting the Higgs sub.
atomic particle will unwveil
results next weelt that could
confirm, confound or com-
plicate our understanding
of the fundamental nature
of the universe.

Beldom has something
=0 small and ephemeral ex-
cited such interest, The the-
oretical particle explains
how suns and planets
formed after the Big Bang —
butsaofarithas notbeesnpro-
ven toexist,

The Cern ressarch cen-
trenear Geneva will on.July
durwell itslatest findingsin
the search for the Higgs af:
ter reporting “tantalising
glimpses™in Decernber,

Bcientific bloggers and
even some of the thousands
of physicistsworking onthe
project are speculating that
Cern will finally announce
procf of the existence of the
Higgs. “It's still premature
to say anything so defini-
tive,” savs Cern spokesman
James Gillies, aevress
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Now II'T profs to upskill
pvt engg college gurus

Rajeev Mullick
o lrajeev. mullick@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Now professors of
Indian Institute of Technology
(IITs) will teach lecturers of
state’s private engineering col-
leges.

Gautam Buddha Technical
University has roped in senior
professors of II'Ts, NITs and a
few other premiere institutions
to upgrade knowledge of teach-
ers of private engineering col-
leges affiliated to the universi-
ty.

The university has designed
a unique syllabus for teachers.
It has been divided into eight
units. Expert teachers from [IT
will explain the concept to them
methodically so that they may
impart the same to the students
when the session begins.

GBTU has proposed a num-
ber of training workshops before
the start of the session, said
GBTU vice-chancellor Kripa

GBTU MANTRA

= The university has designed a
unique syllabus for teachers. It
has been divided into eight
units. Expert teachers from lIT
will explain the concept to them
methodically so that they may
impart the same to the students
when the session begins.

= [t has also proposed a number

of training workshops before
the start of the session.

Shankar.

It is a common knowledge
that several private engineer-
ing colleges affiliated to GBTU
do not recruit qualified engi-
neering teachers. To maximise

their profit, many of them hire
young graduates who are both
under qualified and sub-stan-
dard. This is one reason which
discourages students from tak-
ing admission to these colleges.

“A need was felt to sharpen
the intellect and encourage them
to prepare students as per
industry requirements. Industry
looks forward to several other
elements apart from the sub-
ject knowledge. It is with this
purpose GBTU is seeking help
of IITs to train teachers. We
hope that this initiative would
produce desired results,” the V-
C said.

There are about 325 engi-
neering colleges affiliated to
GBTU and the standard of edu-
cation in many of them are not
upto mark. This perhaps
prompted the university to do
some brain storming and come
up with this scheme to educate
the teachers so that they may
produce desired result.
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